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604 Marta
606 Israel (Marta’s husband), and 605 Josue (Marta’s son)
June 1, 2019
Southwest United States

Interviewer: How did you come here? Did you seek asylum or come illegally?
Marta: No, I came illegally.
Interviewer: Asylum is coming here illegally too, but people look at it differently or people don’t
understand it the same. And you were born here, right, Josué?
Josué: Yes
Interviewer: So we’ll just start first with you Marta and then find out Israel’s story and how you met and
then how you got involved in helping asylum seekers. [To Josué] It sounds like you’ve done some
volunteering as well.
Josué: Yeah.
Interviewer: We’d love to get your perspective on what that volunteer experience has been and any
sort of thing you might want to add about maybe how different your life is now compared to how your
parents’ was.
I think we’ll start with you Marta because I know you have a backstory that is kind of interesting in
terms of what your experience was compared to how it is now coming through the border.
Interviewer: So Marta, you started to tell us your story of coming here. You came when you were 17.
Did you come with family? And where did you come from?
Marta: Well I was born in Honduras. That’s where I was born. I was born there and was raised there. It
was just something that . . . I felt that I didn’t belong there. In Honduras there is a military base. A US
military base. And I used to look at the American soldiers and for some reason for me, that meant
freedom. I would just stare at them and think, “Wow, what does it feel like to be part of the greatest
army in the world?” Since I was a little girl, I always admired the US military.
Then I got pregnant at the age of 13. I turned 14 in September and my daughter Liliana was born in
October. And I was like, I don’t want this. This is not what I want [implied-for my life and daughter]. I
was always looking at the US and for me it means freedom. Then I got pregnant again at the age of 17.
And I was like, no I’m leaving. So I grabbed my three-year old and I had my six-month pregnant belly and
then came to the US.
Interviewer: How did you get here? By bus?

Marta: Bus, yes. I left from San Pedro Sula, which is where I was born, and went to the border of
Guatemala and Honduras. And then another bus from Guatemala to the border of Mexico and
Guatemala. And from there, there is a river and there are some tubes that they rent. Then there is a bus
from Tapachula.
Interviewer: So you had to rent a tube to get across the river?
Marta: Yes, it’s pretty much what is going on there right now.
Interviewer: Was is scary? Was it a fast-flowing river? With a three-year old?
Marta: I believe that when you’re 17, it’s . . .
Interviewer: Exciting
Marta: Yes, it’s exciting. You don’t know what you’re getting into. You don’t see danger. So it was
exciting. Like an adventure. You know now, I see it and I’m like, “Oh my God.” But I did it. It’s a different
perspective now.
Interviewer: So did you go by yourself or were you with some sort of group?
Marta: No, I came by myself.
Interviewer: And why wasn’t there a bus during that part of the journey?
Marta: There was bus from San Pedro Sula to Aqua Tepeque (?) which is the border town between
Honduras and Guatemala. And there is a bus that takes you all the way through Guatemala which is
about 12 hours. And then you just get in a tube on the river and then you are in Mexico. And then in
Tapachula you get a bus to Mexico City. And then from Mexico City to Hermosillo, Sonora. And then
whichever border crossing you want to get to. But yes, by bus.
Interviewer: How many days journey was it from Honduras to the American border?
Marta: For me it was like 10 days.
Interviewer: Did you know that before you started? That that’s how long it would be?
Marta: No, I didn’t know. Actually, when I was at the border with Mexico, I thought I was basically in the
US. I thought that I was very close to the US. I didn’t know it was so far away. And the scammers always
say like, “Give me 20 US dollars and I’m going to take you there. It’s an hour from here.” They put you
on a bicycle and then you realize that you are so far away! So yeah, I didn’t realize it.
Interviewer: So, I guess you took different buses to get you to different spots along the way. It wasn’t
like you bought one bus ticket that took you all the way? There were lots of little . . .
Marta: Lots of little buses, yes. But my final destination was the southwest US.
Interviewer: Right. You couldn’t just go buy one ticket to take you the whole way. Like a Greyhound . . .
Marta: No.
Interviewer: Did you run into anyone that was dangerous or that tried to hurt you or harm you?

Marta: No. Actually, a lot of people helped me. Being stranded in a foreign country at 17, pregnant and
with a child, there is a lot of danger, but I found a lot of people in Mexico that helped me to spend the
night and to feed me and things like that. So, I didn’t notice the danger because I was protected by the
Mexican people.
Interviewer: And what year was this?
Marta: 1992.
Interviewer: So, my next question was whether there were any helpers along the way? Were there
people that you remember that were especially kind to you or left an impression on you?
Marta: I remember that I arrived at a city. I don’t know which city it was. I was looking for a hotel and I
couldn’t find it. I was so worried that if I asked for help that everyone would know I was Honduran
because of my accent and that the police would send me home. So, I was so worried about speaking.
But this man came up to me and explained that this was a tourist city. He told me I wouldn’t be able to
find a hotel, at least not that I could afford. But he asked if he could help me. He took me to his house. I
was talking to my husband about this because looking back I think, “How in the hell did I go with this
man and trust this man?” He showed me his place and he said he’d sleep on the couch. I remember that
he was alone and he was really young. He showed me where the shower was and let me take a shower
and sleep in the bedroom and he told me, “Tomorrow I’m going to wake you up and take you to the bus
station to continue your journey.” And that’s what he did. I don’t even remember which city but I do
remember that.
Interviewer: That’s neat. I’m sure in the moment you must have sensed something . . . That you would
be okay?
Marta: Yes.
Interviewer: So then when you got to the border, what happened? Did you come through a port of
entry?
Marta: No, when I came to the border in Nogales, there was a tunnel. And they told me to just go in this
tunnel, walk a little way, and there’s the US.
Interviewer: So, like a secret tunnel? Like to crawl through?
Marta: No. [laughing] I mean, it is a secret but it’s not really a secret.
Interviewer: Okay, so just not really legal.
Marta: Yes, it wasn’t legal but it wasn’t a secret. You just walked to the tunnel, open the door and go
through. They told me I would see a hole in the wall and on the third hole, that was the US. So, I just
grabbed my daughter. And there was another man there and he says, “I can help you.” I said okay. So,
we went through the tunnel. The way I remember it was that it was like a submarine, you know. It was
so dark that I couldn’t even see myself.
Interviewer: So, it was pretty long then?
Marta: Yes, because it was really, really dark. In my mind I picture it like from a movie with a submarine.
And it had some windows, some circular windows. And there were some metal bars. And that’s how

people got in—they cut the metal bars. And I remember this man said he would help me with my
daughter. I remember it was wet and it was filthy. Now that I think back, I believe it was like a drain.
When we got to the place where the US was, he said, “You go first and then I’ll help you with your
daughter.” I said, “No, my daughter goes first.” So, my daughter climbed up and then the man was
helping me through the hole. But I got stuck because I was pregnant. So, he was helping to push me
from behind and I was holding onto my daughter from above and I was stuck. [Laughing] I was like half
in the US and half in Mexico. Then my baby moved and I could get through.
Interviewer: You were like being birthed [laughing]
Marta: Yeah, I remember that was July 26th. And I grabbed my daughter. I remember there was a
McDonald’s. And that’s when I was caught by border patrol.
Interviewer: Just right as soon as you came out.
Marta: Yes. It was like right there because you ended up in the middle of the city.
Interviewer: So they can just hang out and wait for people to come through the hole?
Marta: [Laughing] Yes, it was like, “Hello, I’m here!”
Interviewer: So, they took you in to process?
Marta: Yes, they took me in to process, to kind of like a shelter in (city in the southwest US). But I didn’t
know it was (city in the southwest US). I realized, you know, after the fact. But they asked me, “Why did
you come to the US?” I didn’t know what asylum was. I knew that I was running away from something,
but I didn’t even know what it was. Because you just get used to abuse or poverty. You know that you
don’t want that for yourself but . . .
Interviewer: . . . you don’t know what to call it.
Marta: Yes, you don’t know what to call it. You know it’s wrong, but you don’t know what to call it. So,
they just asked me why I wanted to come here and I said, “I came because I wanted to join the United
States Army.” [Laughing] And they just looked at me like, “You know that’s funny. You have funny
jokes.” There were ones who thought it was kind of a joke and others you thought, “Aww. Poor thing.”
Interviewer: So, then you went to a shelter for how long?
Marta: For a couple of days. And then they asked me if I had any relatives in the US and I said yes, that I
had a sister here in the southwest. And contacted my sister. She is a US citizen, because there is a big
age gap between me and her. And she was the one who bailed me out and I was released to her.
Interviewer: When you say she bailed you out, did she have to pay?
Marta: Yeah. She did pay a thousand dollars.
Interviewer: Was that normal that people had to pay to get people out/released from detention?
Marta: Yes.
Interviewer: What was the shelter or detention like?

Marta: It was like a church. Not too many families. I would compare it with one of those domestic
violence shelters. There were maybe 5 or 6 moms. And it wasn’t like max security or anything like that. It
doesn’t compare to anything like what’s going on now.
Interviewer: There were like separate rooms with a community kitchen? Something like that?
Marta: Yes, yes.
Interviewer: So, then there was your sister. You stayed with your sister for a while?
Marta: Yeah, I stayed with my sister for like 6 or 7 months. I had my second child. She was born in
October and I got a job and I was able to provide for myself.
Interviewer: What did you do for work?
Marta: I didn’t know how to cook but I went to this lady and asked her if she could teach me how to
make those things that are called burritos. And I said, “How about if while you make them, I go and sell
them and you babysit my kids?” And so that’s what we did.
Interviewer: And who was this person again?
Marta: It was a lady that lived in the same apartment building. And she was also Honduran. But I went
and asked if she knew how to make Mexican food?
Interviewer: Did she have kids too?
Marta: No, she was much older than me. She was in her 40s and I was 18.
Interviewer: And was she already selling her burritos?
Marta: No. I just came and said, “Do you know how to make burritos?” And I said, “Can you make them
and I sell them?” And I didn’t even know what they looked like and she said, “Yeah, sure” And then she
said to me, “M’ija” you are so beautiful and young. I don’t see you selling your burritos on the streets.
And I said, “You know, that’s the thing [laughing] Even if they don’t taste that good. People are still
going to buy them. And they won’t say anything about getting their money back even if they don’t taste
that great.”
Interviewer: [Laughing] So was it successful? Did you do it for a while?
Marta: [Smiling] It was successful.
Interviewer: That’s awesome! You’re an entrepreneur!
Marta: [Laughing] She made them and I took care of my kids and once the burritos were ready, I picked
them up and dropped off my kids to her and I went to, like, tire shops and all the Latino small businesses
to sell them. And then I’d come back three or four hours later and we’d split the profits.
Interviewer: So, do you remember how much you’d sell them for?
Marta: Yes, it was $2.50, with a soda.
Interviewer: Wow.

Marta: Yeah, so the first day I think we made about $40. So, $20 each. And people were asking, are you
coming back tomorrow? You’re so pretty. And I’d say, “Yes, I’m coming back tomorrow.”
Interviewer: That’s awesome.
Marta: So, then I came back the next day and there was more and more and more until we were making
about $150 each per day. That’s when the minimum wage was like $3.75 an hour so people were not
making that much. And it was just for a couple of hours. You know, she worked half of the time and I
worked the other half. She would cook them and then I’d go and sell them. It was nice.
Interviewer: That’s cool! And Christy’s mentioned that you are a veteran. So you did join the army at
one point?
Marta: I did. My sister asked me when she saw me what I was doing here? And I said, “Well I came
because I want to join the army. She’s like, “You’re crazy! We come here to scrub toilets and clean.” And
I said, “No, but I came to join the army.” And she said, “That’s not going to happen.” So I kept bugging
and bugging her until finally she said, “I’m going to take you to a recruiting station. That way you know
that that is not possible, but you don’t believe me, so let’s go.” I said okay. So, she took me to a
recruiting center.
Interviewer: How long had you been there at that point?
Marta: [Laughing] Oh, I mean, I was still pregnant.
Interviewer: Wow, so like a couple weeks?
Marta: Well the thing is, in our countries, the max age to join is like 18, 21 max, so I knew that I was
running out of time. So that’s why I was like, I need to find out whether I can do it or not! So, we went
to the recruiter station and the recruiter said, “She can join. Not pregnant though.” [Laughing] But I
knew that! They said I needed a 551 visa. So, I’m like, “How do I get that?” They said I needed to ask an
immigration attorney. That I needed to go to immigration. I said, “Okay, what else do I need?” They said,
“Well, you need to learn English.” I said, well I can’t to that in two months. But I wanted to start getting
things put in order. So, I said, “What is the max age to join?” They said, “For the US Army, it’s 42.” I said,
“Oh, okay. I don’t have to rush. I have time.”
My sister was just looking at me like I was crazy. I said we needed to go see the attorney, so I could get a
green card. So, we went and the attorney explained to my sister that she could petition for me. That a
US citizen could petition for a sibling. However, the green card takes 15-20 years. He said, “In the
meantime, she will not have an authorization to work.” I said, “Well, let’s go ahead and apply. You know,
I’m 17—plus 15—I still have time to join the military.” So we petitioned in 1992. And the visa became
available in 2008. So, when they said that it takes 15-20 years, they were not kidding. Before that, I did
apply for the asylum. I didn’t know how to put my case together, so my asylum was denied. In 1998, I
was put in removal proceedings. My daughter and I got a final order of removal from the United States.
And then the day we show up to court with our tickets to go back to our country, the judge said, “We
cannot send you back to your country because a hurricane has destroyed 90%. A relief was given a
couple of hours ago that is called TPS, or Temporary Protective Status. So, you cannot be removed from
the United States and you have 18 more months to stay.” He said, “We’re going to close your case for 18

months and see what happens with the TPS.” So that’s what saved us. My daughter and I applied for
TPS. And we stayed like that until 2008. That’s when we both got the green card. On the same day.
Interviewer: And your baby that was born in the United States . . .
Marta: Yes, Andrea was born in the United States and was American. As a matter of fact, the judge told
me, we’re not sending back your American child. She is American. It’s your choice if you want to leave
your daughter with somebody that you trust or, you’re the mother, you can take her with you. But I was
not going to leave my daughter, so I was taking both of them, but because of the TPS, we were allowed
to stay another 18 months. After that it was renewed every year and we stayed like that ‘til 2008 and
that’s when we got the green card. So, we go the green card in July or 2008 and then on August 20th I
was in basic training in the United States Army.
Interviewer: And you left your daughters with your sister?
Marta: No, I left my daughters with their father. All of them because the twins were already born (in
2000.) So, the twins were 8 and Andrea was 12 and Lilian was 16.
Interviewer: And so, how long were you in the Army?
Marta: I was in the Army almost 10 years.
Interviewer: And you were stationed away?
Marta: Most of my career, I was overseas. I served in Iraq. Then I got medical retirement. I’m 100%
disabled, for, you know, PTSD and things that I went through in the military. I always joke that I’m going
to write a book and I’m going to title it “From a Way Back to an American Solider.” But to a combat
veteran. (Book title unclear at 28:00)
Interviewer: Wow, so what was it that drew you to the military? Just from that childhood experience of
seeing . . .?
Marta: It was the childhood experience. We get hit a lot in Honduras with hurricanes and natural
disasters, and the United States Army . . . Well, I say army but now I know it is the Navy, it is the Air
Force, it is the armed forces combined that go in with humanitarian aid. They are the first ones to
respond. To rescue and to build bridges and humanitarian aid. So that was the idea that I had of an
American and of an American soldier. So, I think that’s what it is.
Interviewer: You were drawn to the humanitarian working side of it, it sounds like?
Marta: [Smiling and nodding] Yes.
Interviewer: You wanted to be the helper that arrived and saved the day.
Marta: And then there was freedom and they were so nice. And to me Americans were so nice and so
giving and compassionate and that’s the idea that I had.
Interviewer: So, you were in the army from 2008 to 2018?
Marta: 2015. That’s when I retired.
Interviewer: And when did you meet Israel?

-=break in videos-Marta to Israel: How old were you when we met?
Israel: I was 18.
Interviewer: What year did you meet? Was this before or after the army?
Marta: Before. I think it was about 2006/7. Yeah, like 2006, 2007. Well, see I was married to the father
of my kids. And Israel and his family, they are furniture designers and makers. So then we called the
company that was owned by his family to design a kitchen. And he showed up and I was like, “Who are
you?” And he said, “I’m the designer.” I said, “How old are you?” And he says, “17/18”. [To Israel] You
said 18, right?
Israel: [Nodding yes]
Marta: And I said, “18?! You just finished 6th grade or something!” And Israel is like, “You know what
ma’am? I’m going to design your kitchen. Give me your ideas. And then if you don’t like it, we can work
on it.” [Laughing] I said, “I guess.” So, he came. I gave him all the designs and he ended up doing the
kitchen and it was just, you know, amazing. And then I was so impressed, and then I admired him so
much for what he did. And he ended up doing, you know, baseboards and all the bathrooms and
everything that was wood in the house. He did it. And that’s how we met. But you know, I used to call
him the ‘Mexican kid.’ ‘Israel, the Mexican kid.’ And I’d say to people, “Let me tell you about Israel the
Mexican kid. Oh my God. He’s so talented!!”
Interviewer: Yes, those showers!
Marta: Yes, yes. I’d say, “He’s so amazing and you should meet him.” I’d tell people, “If you ever need
something, you know, this is the guy.” And I used to just brag about, you know, the Mexican kid and
how talented he was. So, he did the work and he left, but I always thought about it. And I was like, oh
my God, he’s so young and so talented, you know. And then he left and people asked me, “What
happened to Israel, the Mexican kid?” And I’d be like, “I don’t know. I’ve been looking for him all over
and I just couldn’t find him. Because I wanted him to do other stuff, but I just couldn’t find him until I
came back from Iraq in 2014. Two days after I came to the southwest I received a message from him.
And it said, “How are you doing? I hope you still remember me. I’m Israel, the Mexican kid. The guy that
did the cabinets.” And then, I’m like, “Israel, I do remember you! I’ve been looking for you for all these
years.” And I told him, “I bought this house, and I want you to do this piece of furniture. And this and
that.” And then he’s like, “Yeah, I’ve been looking for you too.”
Marta to Israel: What else did you say when you messaged me?
Israel: That was it. I just wrote to say hi. [Laughing]
Interviewer: Israel, where are you from?
Israel: From Morelos, Mexico.
Interviewer: And when and how did you come here the first time?

Israel: Well, my brother invited me to come. I was waiting to be 18 because I had brothers here. I was 16
and so I just said, “As soon as I turn 18, I’m going. I’m not going to listen to my father anymore and I’m
leaving.” [Laughing]
Interviewer: And so he just came on his own, like you Marta?
Israel: Yes, alone.
Interviewer: And did you come through the same tunnel?
Marta to Israel: How did you come?
Israel: Walking through the desert. I entered through Sonorita.
Interviewer: Was that through a port?
Israel: No, illegal. Through the desert.
Interviewer: How many days did it take?
Israel: One week walking in the desert.
Interviewer: You survived!
Israel: Yes, I survived.
Interviewer: Did you have water?
Israel: No, no. After 3 days the water runs out and as you’re walking in the desert, you come across
water tanks that are there for animals. But the water is green. So you just take a gallon bucket and use
your shirt as a filter.
Interviewer: Did you get sick?
Israel: No. Any water that we found in the desert laying around, we drank it.
Interviewer: Had someone told him to do that? Had he done that before?
Israel: No, you just come up with what you need to do, you know. Find what is the cleanest. Or
sometimes at the bottom of the hills, the sand is dry, but if you start digging and wait a minute, water
will come out.
Interviewer: Did you have to climb mountains on the walk?
Marta: Where there hills?
Israel: Yes, yes. A lot.
Interviewer: Did you meet anybody on the way?
Israel: [Shaking his head] No.
Interviewer: So there were no cities along the way? It was just desert?
Marta: It was just desert—there were no people?

Israel: Yes. There was no one.
Interviewer: How many miles do you think it might have been?
Israel: Like maybe 100 miles.
Interviewer: And it took about 10 days?
Israel: Yes, because you can’t walk all day. You have to hide and wait and then walk, and then wait. And
then continue.
Interviewer: But he was totally alone?
Israel: Yes.
Interviewer: Wow. Were you scared?
Israel: No, no. It was like an adventure [laughing]
Marta: [Laughing] See, he was 18. It was like an adventure. [To the interviewer] Ask him what he thinks
about camping [like the Americans do]?
Interviewer: What do you think about camping?
Israel: [Shaking head] Oh no! That is just suffering!
Marta: [Laughing] He says, you know “They just don’t know what pain is so they have to go out so they
can feel pain and suffering.”
Interviewer: And do you remember what time of year it was?
Israel: The day after I turned 18, I left.
Marta: So it was in February. He’s bad with dates, but it was February then.
Interviewer: So it was probably a good time of year to go. It probably wasn’t very hot.
Israel: Yes, it wasn’t very hot. Actually, it was absolutely freezing.
Interviewer: Did you have a jacket?
Israel: Yes, yes.
Interviewer: Was his dad upset that he left?
Israel: Well, he wasn’t in agreement, but in the end he said, “Son, that is your decision. I love you very
much. If this is your path . . . Good luck.”
Interviewer: And how many brothers did he have here?
Israel: Here there were 4.
Interviewer: Okay, so you entered and you found them. Did he have to go through any immigration or
shelter like you did Marta?

Israel: No
Marta: He just came.
Interviewer: Was any of it difficult? Was it difficult once you got here to find a job?
Israel: Or no, it wasn’t difficult because I came to work with them [my brothers].
Marta: It was not hard because they all have the same trade. So he already had work.
Interviewer: So did you come to (city in the southwest US) or some other place?
Israel: Yes, to (city in the southwest US).
Interviewer: Well, that’s good. I’m glad that part was easy. [To Marta]: So now let’s transition to, you
get home from the Army and then at some point between then and now, the crisis kind of starts
happening on our border here. Can you tell me how you became aware of the situation and what made
you decide to get involved with helping asylum seekers?
Marta: Well, last December, it was all over the news. We have moms from Central America needing
clothing . . . needing this, needing that. And my daughter Liliana said, “Mom, let’s go” So we went to this
address.
Interviewer: Where did you do?
Marta: Oh, it was a Church. But then it wasn’t the right address, so they gave us another address. So
then we went to another church and it was chaos. And then my daughter, she brought some donations.
And then she says, “I’m leaving.” And I said, “Take my car, because I’m not leaving. I’m going to help
over here.” So I think we arrived at like 10AM on a Saturday. And at like 10 or 11PM I was still there.
--breaks in video-Marta: So, two days after I arrived here from the army. You know, I was still active [duty] but I was
really, really ill. That’s when he [Israel] sent me the message. You know that he was looking for me and
this and that. So then talking to him, he said that he admired me so much and that he always dreamed
that I was going to be his wife.
Interviewer: Oh, that’s sweet!
Marta: Yeah, so then I’m like, “Yeah, sure, you and 100 more that is making a line outside my house.”
[Laughing]. And at that point, I was already divorced for about 3 years, I believe, from the father of my
kids.
Interviewer: From the father of the twins?
Marta: No, from the father of all of them.
Interviewer: Oh, he was the same . . .
Marta: Yes, he was the same father.
Interviewer: He came over to the US too?

Marta: He came over. He came . . . actually he came before me. [To Josué]: Do you remember when
your father came?
Josué: No.
Marta: The father came before me, but he went to another state. And after I was here, that’s when we
got together. But that’s like another chapter of my life. I don’t like to talk about him. But yeah, he’s the
father of all of them.
So with Israel, he came to do the estimate of the piece that I wanted him to do. And he’s like, “What’s
wrong with you?” And I said, “What is right?” And he said, “Well, you don’t look okay.” Well, I wasn’t
doing okay. I had PTSD. I was really ill. So then he always brought me food and flowers. And I said, “I’m
not dead yet! I don’t want any flowers.” And he said, “It’s not for you. It’s for the house. Look at the
house. It’s so plain!” [Laughing] So that’s how, you know, he came around. Then I told him . . . I said,
“You said that you wanted me to be your wife and this and that. Okay, I want a ring. And we’re going get
married, like, ASAP.” But it was a way for me to, like, push him away. And he says, “Yeah, sure, I got it
right here.” So every wall I put up, he was like, “It doesn’t matter. It’s all an adventure.”
So I got the first message from him in October of 2014. And the first time I saw him was on Thanksgiving
of 2014. And after that he was bringing me flowers and food and being around me and asking what I
needed and hanging pictures and things like that. In February of 2015 we ended up getting married. So it
was only like 2 or 3 months after.
Interviewer: Wow, that’s cool.
Marta: Yes. And it has been a total success.
Interviewer: That’s good. You all seem happy. That’s great . . .
Interview: So if you can explain now for people who may not be familiar right now. What are you
hearing from people about the process they are going through at the border from when they come to a
point of entry until they reach a church? So they get to the border and then what happens until they get
to the church?
Marta: See, one of the things is, a lot of Americans are say, “Come legally. Come the legal way.” And
yeah, we all want that. The thing is, they can’t. They have to wait at the border 3 to 4 months in order
for them to be called. Because they assign them a number and then a family is called maybe once a day.
Or maybe one family every 3 or 4 days. And they have little ones. My husband and I, we have gone to
the border to see the asylum seekers over there that are waiting. And then they can’t and they get
desperate and they say, “You know what? We tried to do it the legal way. Present ourselves at the
border. We can’t. So we have no choice but to sneak in. We cannot afford it.” It’s a lot more dangerous
to wait outside the US border than being inside the US. So that’s when they sneak in. Once they cross
the border or present themselves at the border—it is the same process—border patrol detains them.
And then they take them to a detention center where they are processed. The way they describe it is
that it is so overcrowded that they do not even have a place to sit. They have to stand up, holding their
kids. One of them described it like they were in cages outside. And they couldn’t move. There was no
water. No food. They said that they were held there for about 24 hours. And then from there, ICE goes
and picks them up and takes them to another detention center. They call it la helera, which is an ice box.

They say that it is so cold and that the reason it is so cold is that it prevents the spread of viruses and
stuff and that’s why it’s really, really cold. And they give them those blankets [gesture to show
something small] that we all see on TV. And it’s so overcrowded you know, that they cannot even sit.
And there is only one toilet and it is open and they have to use it in front of everybody. If it’s couples,
like a mom and dad and child, the males get separated from the females. If it’s a mother with teenagers,
the teenagers are separated too, especially if they’re males. If they are all females, then they can stay
together. That’s why a lot of people say, “Why are they all males?” You know you see a lot of hate
groups saying, “Why are they all males?” Well, because they get separated. Like if my husband and I and
my son come together, then we will be separated. And the one will be released one day and then
another one another day. That’s why you may see moms only with children because they get separated
at the border. They usually stay in la helera for another 48 hours. Then from there they are transported
to (a city in the southwest US). And that’s where they are placed with the ankle bracelets. Then they are
being released to the churches right after that. That is the process. They stayed, they said, about 72
hours, but I have run into families that have been in custody for 9 or 10 days.
Interviewer: I think most of the ones we’ve interviewed have been about 5 or 6. I think the shortest was
4.
Marta: [agreeing]
Interviewer: So do they all receive an ankle bracelet?
Marta: Umm, yes and no. Not all of them receive ankle bracelets here, but those that don’t will receive
it at their final destination.
Interviewer: So we’ve noticed a lot of husbands who have one, but the wives don’t. Does that mean
that the wives will likely get one?
Marta: They will. They will get one.
Interviewer: [Talking in the background, then to Marta] So does it happen frequently that a sponsor
backs out at the last minute? Or maybe they arrive at a sponsor and the sponsor missuses them or
mistreats them?
Marta: It does happen. It happens often. When I receive them at the churches, I talk to them about
cultural awareness. You know, people always say to me, “You are too American.” And I say, “Yeah,
because I’ve been imported and domesticated in the American way of life.” [Laughing] And then I tell
them, you know, “We have habits, cultures, manias—whatever you name it—that for us is normal but
it’s not normal for this new culture that we come into.” So what I mean with that is, that once they
come from over there, and they come to a sponsor that has been ‘Americanized,’ then there can be
clashes. You see what I’m saying. There can be clashes. Like for example, kids running around
barefooted and naked. It’s normal in Honduras and Guatemala. So let’s say there is a river over there.
Kids 3, 4 and 5 years old may cross the road and swim naked. Without supervision. For an example. Over
here if you see a child naked, running around . . .
Interviewer: You’d think they’re neglected.

Marta: Yes, you’d think they’re neglected. And you don’t see the mother and so you go over to the
house and say, “Hey, I saw a naked kid coming out of your house.” And it’s like, “Why do you have this
naked kid?”
Interviewer: Right
Marta: You know the cultural clashes. The stay-at-home is another one for the females. You know, each
country is different. The Hondurans, we tend to work more. We have a lot of factories. So they tend to
work outside the house. But the Guatemalans, not so much. So they are used to staying home and
taking care of the husband and the house. But in the US you need two salaries, but you don’t know how
to go outside and work, but the sponsor has been Americanized already and she is working with the
husband or whatever . . . it’s like, “What? Aren’t you working?” So those are some examples that can
cause issues.
Interviewer: When we were there on Thursday there was a sponsor that didn’t want to pay for a plane
instead of a bus for a woman and her young child. How did that end up working out?
Marta: Oh, so what struck me about that particular case was that the sponsor was American. See, she
was talking to me in English. It wasn’t that . . . For example, Josué here, he is American by birth and all
that so he still has cousins over there that don’t speak Spanish. Let’s say that he’s a potential sponsor
and I talk to him and I say, you know, what is your relationship with this person? It’s like, “Oh well, he’s
my cousin. My mom is his aunt.” You know he just was born here. That is an explanation of how they
come together. So it’s not odd that you have an American cousin that doesn’t speak Spanish. I mean,
you know, that is not odd. But in this particular case, I explained to the sponsor that the mother could
not travel by bus. It’s too long of a ride and the child is too small. She doesn’t have money. And all
though we can provide them with the snacks for the road or whatever, it might not be enough. And if
she were to miss a connection for the bus down the road, sometimes they hold them for a couple of
days and they have no way to communicate. So I was explaining to the sponsor the disadvantage of
going by bus and it’s not too much of a price difference. And she was so aggressive to me, saying, “I have
done this hundreds of times.” So when she said this, I’m thinking human trafficking. I’m thinking,
“Whoa, whoa, whoa. What do you mean you’ve done this a hundred times? What do you mean? Who
are you? What is your relationship?” And she says, “My relationship with her is none of your business.”
So at that point, I started like mama bear and I started fighting for them. So I went and talked to the
family and I said, “Who is this woman? Why is she paying for you? Why is she so rude?” Because most of
the sponsors, you know, they are grateful. They say, you know, “Thank you so much for doing this for
my wife or for my cousin, for my sister, for my daughter, etc.” They appreciate it and they tell you. They
say, “Thank you so much. I don’t know how I can repay you.” Things like that. So then I went and asked
and said, “Who is this woman?” And then she says, “Well, my brother is the one that is sponsoring me.
He’s the one who is paying. But he’s afraid because his immigration case is pending. And he’s afraid to
sponsor me. So he asked this friend if she can sponsor me.” I said, “I’m afraid to send you to her. Let me
talk to your cousin.” So she gave me another number. And then I spoke to the cousin and I said, ‘I’m
afraid if you send this woman to this other woman that she will be mistreated. You see, she’s
mistreating me and I’m doing her a favor and I don’t need anything from her. I cannot imagine what she
can do to somebody in need.” Because she even established this. She said, “You know what? I know
what I’m doing. I’m American.” That’s what she said. And I said, “So do I!” [Laughing] So at that point,
I’m like, she’s established that, you know, “I’m American. I can do whatever I want. I can yell at you.

You’re not [American].” So then I talked to the cousin and he’s like, “Yeah, I got ya. Don’t worry about it.
Yeah, totally. I agree with you.” And we were able to book the tickets. As a matter of fact, when I was
talking to him, I said, “I can help you to book the ticket.” He said, “Sure.” He gave me his card and then
we booked it right then. And within twenty minutes of that conversation, she was off to the airport.
Interviewer: Oh good!
Marta: [Smiling] Yes.
Interviewer: That’s awesome! So let’s turn to Josué and just get your perspective really quickly on
volunteering. Is there one particular time you felt like it was especially meaningful? Or in general, what
you get out of it? Or why don’t you share what you like to do when you go volunteer?
Josué: Ummm . . .
Interviewer: [Laughing] Is that too many questions? Should I start with just one?
Josué: [Laughing] Yeah . . .
Interviewer: Okay, what was the initial thing that pulled you in? What was the initial . . . like did you just
get dragged along by your mom or . . .
Josué: Kind of. Yeah. It was kind of like that. Like me mom would always tell us her stories. Because I
was always with my friends. She she’s like, “You guys should go.” So we went and it’s really shocking
when they’re like my age and they’re doing all that. Like I could never imagine doing the things they do.
Especially when they’re like parents already. I’m trying to worry about finishing school. And they’re
worrying about raising their kids, coming to this country, doing all that stuff. It’s just really shocking. I
like talking to them though because it’s like really humbling. Like some of the things I have, they are
probably dreaming of having. The one that I always think about was when we had a family of four. I
think they were 18, I don’t remember. [To Marta]: Do you remember? They were here for a while?
Marta: That’s Giovani! Giovani and Gabi. And they had the little baby.
Josué: Yes. Because they were like my age and already had their family. And it was so crazy to me how
different our lives are. They are kind of trying to fight for what I was born with. And I didn’t really notice
how fortunate I am ‘til I saw that. Like, me being born here, I’m given all these opportunities that they’re
fighting for just because they were born somewhere else. Like, I think it’s crazy.
Interviewer: Yes, absolutely. That’s cool. And so they stayed here at your home?
Josué: Yes.
Interviewer: For how long?
Josué: It was a while. I don’t remember . . .
Marta: For like a week or two.
Interviewer: Wow, so you’re like family after a week, right? Do you get on each other’s nerves after a
while?
Marta: Yes

Interviewer: [Laughing] I’m mostly just joking but you get to know your good side and your bad side
after a week, right?
Josué: Yeah, I remember this other family and it was like a mom, her daughter and her son. And I
remember I took them to Walmart and they wanted pizza. So I took them to the pizza section and they
were like, “Oh, it’s not cooked?” And I was like, “What?” And they were like, “Yeah, pizza” And I’m like,
“Yeah, this is it.” And they wanted cooked pizza and I’m like, “At the grocery store it’s frozen. Like, you
cook it at home.” It was just stuff like that.
Interviewer: That’s funny. Were they pretty overwhelmed? I mean, most Walmarts are just these
massive stores. I don’t know what it’s like where they came from but like were they overwhelmed by
that?
Josué: They were surprised by how cheap it was. They were telling me . . . [To Marta] What’s the
currency in Honduras?
Marta: Lempiras.
Josué; Yeah, lempiras. They said that the women get like 50 lempiras a day or something. And like a 2liter bottle of Coke is like 40. Something crazy like that.
Interviewer: Oh wow.
Josué: They bought all this stuff and were like, “How much is it?” It was like $20 and they were so
shocked by how cheap it was.
Interviewer: Wow
Josué: It’s like, cheap? I never would have guessed.
Interviewer: That’s interesting. So did you get your friends to join in with you? Did you take them to
volunteer?
Josué: Yeah, I have one friend in particular named Via. Her family kind of has the same story because
they migrated here and all that. So for her it’s also like eye-opening because we’re like the same way.
We were born here and we’re seeing all these people who are trying to fight for what we have. It’s
crazy.
Interviewer: That’s awesome. Do you think you’ll keep volunteering?
Josué: Oh for sure, yeah. I just don’t do it as much because I have school.
Interviewer: Yeah, sure. Do it while you can. So what would you tell someone who is your age that
hasn’t been yet to volunteer? Like why should they do it and what can they expect when they go to
volunteer?
Josué: For the why, I always think of treating others the way you want to be treated. So if I were
someone, I’d want to help as well. If you can, then why not? You should because it’s just really humbling
to see how fortunate you are compared to these people who like want what you have.
Interviewer: That’s great. That’s cool. Anyone else have any questions to ask?

Interviewer: How old are you?
Josué: I’m 18
Marta: Well with Josué sometimes he says, “Mom, I need . . . something” And I tell him, “Josué, that’s a
first-world problem. You can live without it.” [Laughing]
Interviewer: [Laughing] I need a new phone
Marta: But you know we got to enjoy it too because sometimes the ladies, they come here, they get
relaxed. And then they cook, right? They cook like, you know, the Honduran food. The Hondurans are
the ones that know how to cook. So they cook a lot. They make big meals.
Interviewer: When you have people in your home?
Marta: Yes, yes.
Interviewer: That’s cool. So do you notice that a lot of young people come to volunteer? Is it mostly . . .
Josué: I feel like it’s mostly older people.
Interviewer: Mostly moms?
Josué: Like I’m actually one of the younger volunteers there.
Interviewer: I think we need more. Like a younger population jumping in. You’ve got good energy.
You’re saying how touched you are when you’re hearing their story. I’m sure when it’s you that’s helping
them, it means even more to have someone their own age that’s welcoming them.
Josué: I never thought about that. That’s probably true though.
Interviewer: Yeah, that’s cool. I think that’s great that you’re involved in helping out and that you’re
open to have your parents opening their home and having people coming in and staying when there’s a
need. That’s a really brave and compassionate thing to do as a family. To open your home. Literally open
your home.
Marta: We have got 50 people at once before.
Interviewer: How often do you do that? How often do you open your home?
Marta: The house is open, like 24/7. It’s based on the need. For example, one day Israel and I were at
church, and Jen, you know she says, “Hey there is an emergency. There was a lot of mothers left at the
Greyhound Station. And I already tried and there is no place for them.” I think it was a holiday or
something and there were no churches available. And I said, “Well, mi casa es su case. We don’t even
use keys for the house. It’s open.” She says, “Okay.” So when we came back in the afternoon, it was full.
It was full of volunteers and everyone was doing everything from the house.
Interviewer: Now you need to tell the chicken story. You need to get that.

--breaks in video-Marta: The thing is when I look at him I said, “Why are you so surprised? You know, it’s just my same
age.” I said, “Just picture this: Gabi is me and this is your sister. And this is your other sister.” And he’s
like, “You said it all the time, oh my God, but it’s just like . . .” [Laughing]
Interviewer: Wow
Marta: Because Gabi is 18. And then the little girl is like 3 or 4.
Interviewer: Wow
Marta: Yeah, so it’s . . . kind of the same.
Interviewer: It’s like you going back in time and helping yourself, right?
Marta: Yes.
Interviewer: That’s kind of a neat thing, right?
Marta: Yes
Interviewer: You came full circle.
Marta: Yes, full circle.
Interviewer: So I have a quick question. How many times do you think you’ve had asylees brought here
to your home?
Marta: Like in groups?
Interviewer: Yeah, for the last 9 months that we’ve been doing this.
Marta: How many times, I don’t know. How many? Like over 500.
Interviewer: Over 500 people to your home. Can you say that just as a complete sentence? Can you say,
“We’ve hosted over 500 people in our home” just for the camera?
Marta: We have hosted over 500 people in our home.
Interviewer: What’s the biggest group we’ve had at one time?
Marta: 50. 50 People at one time.
Interviewer: How did you get them showered?
Marta: [Laughing] It was winter. [To Israel]: She’s asking how we bathed everyone in the big group.
[Laughing]
Israel: We have this trailer out back that we use to transport the cabinets. We got a big plastic container
and we put water in it. We set up a fire and then we got a pot like where we cook tamales. I had the
men heat the water for the ladies. And then we put the container in the trailer and had them go in one
by one. [Israel says one by one, but Marta translates it to two by two.]

Marta: That’s how they took showers with warm water because it was winter time. That day, the
reason we ended up with that group was because we went to the bus station around 3pm and got the
ladies with the kids. And around 11, Israel says, “Let’s go check on them. See if another organization
went and picked them up. So we went around 11 and you know what? That day we saw something that
we had never seen before. We went around 11 pm and they were still there. And then the men came
and since they knew us because we picked up the ladies, they started saying to him, “Please, help me.
Give me just a little corner in your house.” And then Israel says, “Okay, I’m going to take you.” But then
they all were coming. And he’s like, “What do I do?” And he’s says, “I don’t know, but I cannot leave
anyone.” And then I said, “Okay.” And he says, “We’re going to take everyone.” And I say, “How? All we
have is a truck!” And he says, “No pasa nada. It’s an adventure. We are just going to take everybody.” He
put 25 people in his truck.
Interviewer: [Laughing]
Marta: 25 people in his truck. I was inside and we had like 10 kids inside the cab and we put all the dads
in the back. The police were following us and I’m like, “We’re done. We’re done. They’re calling the
helicopters. You know we look like human traffickers” [Laughing] “We are done!” And one of the dads,
he says, “No we just have to pray.” And I said, “Do you know how to pray?” He says something like, “Yes,
we just call for the blood of Jesus to cover us and to blind the police officers’ eyes.” I said, “Okay, do
that.” [Laughing] So he did it. And I think we were followed for about 2 or 3 miles.
Interviewer: So the people were in the bed like laying down?
Marta: Yes. In the bed of the truck there were about 15. Yes 12/15
Interviewer: Like laying down?
Marta: Yeah. And I mean it was obvious. And we just took all the kids piled up because it was so
freezing cold.
Interviewer: They were in the cab . . .
Marta: They were in the cab and then we just had the teenagers and adults in the back.
Interviewer: Wow
Marta: So that’s how, you know, we ended up. You see we are not a very religious family. I mean we do
believe in God and we consider ourselves Christians but we are not, you know, very religious people. So
when we came, the ladies were over here and then they saw the men and then they started hugging
and saying, “Oh my God! We’ve been praying for you guys. That somebody would help you.” They said
they were coming together through Mexico. And then in Mexico . . . [To Israel]: What was that story in
Mexico again? That they were stopped and separated in Mexico. Remember when the women were
praying that we’d bring the men? Do you remember?
Israel: No, I don’t remember.
Marta: Remember they had been stopped in Mexico . . .?
Israel: Oh, yes, yes, yes.

--breaks in video-Marta: You know, continue their journey.
Interviewer: So they were at your house and then . . .
Marta: No that was the same people. They were telling us, you know, we were praying for these people,
you know, basically to save them. And then they told us what they had gone through together in
Mexico. So they had this bond.
Interviewer: Wow
Marta: So they had this bond.
--breaks in video-Interviewer: So do you mostly go to City Square Church or do you go all over?
Marta: We used to go all over. Now we just go to City Square. We receive the people over there every
Thursday. And then we go to the bus station.
Interviewer: And can you walk me through at City Square, how you guys handle receiving? Like step by
step—first, we go out and wait for the bus, then we come in . . .
Marta: At City Square, the bus arrives at 9 AM. And then we wait for the bus and welcome them. Then
we put them in the Sanctuary. We feed them. We get one of them to pray. And then we start the
process of making calls. Make the connections with the sponsors. And then get clothes for them. And
put them through the showers. And then once they’ve been clothed, fed and showered, then we just
wait for the confirmations for them to continue their journey. Once we get the confirmations, some of
them leave the same day. Sometimes the Church says we can only be there for 24 or 48 hours so we
look for host families. And then we take them to either bus or the airport for them to continue their
journey.
[Twila’s notes here: TSOS produced a video of Israel building an outdoor shower for the asylum seekers
to use — quite ingenious. We also have b-roll video of Marta giving instructions to a newly arrived group
in the church sanctuary.]
Interviewer: How often do you need to find a host family? Is it like once a week? Everyday?
Marta: Yeah, everyday actually. Everyday.
Interviewer: And do you have a list of people to . . .
Marta: We do. With All Hands (state in the southwest US) we have a director of hosting families. We
have the Executive Director of the Showers [Laughing]. Yeah, so we have roles, you know. We have a
director of transportation. She, you know, handles all the drivers. Jill, you know, she handles all the host
families. So we do, we do. You know, a lot of us, try different positions of volunteers. There are some
volunteers and they’re like, ‘Oh yeah, we’re going to help asylum seekers’ and when they went, they
couldn’t handle it. You know, it was so heart-breaking, they just couldn’t. And they say, “Is there any
other way that I can help?” And we’re like, “Yeah, sure.” So then we have clothing storage and they sort
clothes or they put it together. Or they may go to Gathering for Humanity and do backpacks and things

like that. And they’ve never seen an asylum seeker themselves. You see what I’m saying? Because they
just couldn’t handle it.
Interviewer: They do what they can do.
Marta: Yes, they have different roles. And they may say, “You know what, I just can’t, but you know, I
can drive. You know, I can’t do this but I can do that.”
Interviewer: You find something that you can offer that fits a need.
Marta: Yes.
Interviewer: Oh that’s great. Ok, now we need to hear the chicken story.
Marta: [Laughing]
Interviewer: Was that with the group of 50?
Marta: No, no. We got a hundred people at City Square that day. And they came late and then they
needed host families. So then, I think they were going to stay for like 3 or 4 days. So I don’t know why
but we ended up with like 4 families, each one—we didn’t chose them, it’s just who needs what—was
from each country.
Interviewer: Oh wow.
Marta: Yeah. It was a Guatemalan family, a Honduran family, a Salvadoran family and a Nicaraguan
family. [To Israel] So Israel, what was it that you told them? That they could have anything they wanted.
That your house was their house.
Israel: Yeah, have anything you want to cook. That our house was theirs. That they could just be
comfortable and have anything.
Marta: And you told them joking, that they could have anything, even the chickens.
Israel: Yes, yes. I told them they could have even the chickens if they wanted them.
Marta: [Laughing] He jokingly said, “Even the chickens if you want them. There is Frankie . . .”
Interviewer: Oh my gosh [Laughing]
Marta: So he was joking. But they were like, “Oh, chickens.” And we were like, “We’re not going to be
here. You’re more than welcome to do whatever you want. You know, this is your house.” And then he
left. And I was at City Square, you know, continuing with the other people there. And then, so when I
came back, the lady came—her name was Cynthia—and she’s says, “Look! I made soup!” And I said,
“Soup of what?” She says, “Chicken soup!” I said, “Did Israel go and buy chicken?” She said, “No, one of
the chickens from over there.” And then I’m like, “Which chicken was it?” She says, “Well, it was one
that was over here.” So I knew immediately that it was Melania. So I knew, because we have like a
chicken coop over there, but she was saying the chicken was right here. So I knew immediately that it
was Melania. [Laughing] So I knew. Her name was Melania.
Interviewer: [Laughing] Was it a hard chicken to catch or was it easy?

Marta: No, because she was fancy. So the way she walked, you know. That’s what got her in trouble.
Interviewer: [Laughing]
Marta: Someone said, “Why is the chicken’s name Melania?” I said, “Well, Melania, she’s yellow—
meaning she was blonde. She was beautiful. A beautiful chicken. It’s just that the other chickens, they
really didn’t care for her. And the rooster was always pecking on her. I don’t know, it was something
about her, he was always pecking her. And I just couldn’t get her personality. She just was there, you
know, for the show. And I just couldn’t figure it out. So at one point . . . . she could not even mingle with
the other chickens so I just had to take Melania out of the coop. So I thought maybe having the whole
ranch for herself would make her, you know, more comfortable. So that was Melania in the soup. And I
found out that Melania was fit. Like really fit. Cause we were eating her, she was like really tough. She
was pure muscle. So she was fit. Then when we ate it, I didn’t want to disappoint the lady. I mean, oh
my gosh she ate my pet, but I didn’t want to make her feel bad. So I started eating the chicken. And she
says, “You know what? I didn’t know your chickens had names?” I said, “Yeah, she was Melania.” She’s
like, “Oh, okay.” You know she didn’t know who Melania was. And she’s like, “Oh, okay. I have to tell you
something.” I said, “What is it?” She says, “We found a dime in her belly.” I said, “I knew she was a golddigger!” [Laughing]
Interviewer: [Laughing]
Marta: So now when the families come, I say, “You can eat whatever you want, just don’t mess with the
chickens! We have Trump, and you can eat him. He’s a duck. He messes with everyone. He chases the
goat, he chases Frankie, he chases the other ducks, he chases the peacocks. Even the peacocks. I have
nothing to do with them. They are from the other side and they come over here and visit and Trump
chases them. That’s why his name is Trump. But nobody dared to kill him.
Interviewer: [Joking and saying something inaudible]
Marta: Okay, it’s not Trump. It’s Donald. Donald is the duck. [Laughing]
Interviewer: Can you talk about, you have the volunteers, when you receive them [bus drop arrivals],
the volunteers all come out and clap and say hi? Can you talk about what that’s like each time? How do
you think that they [asylum seekers] are feeling when they come out? We’ve talked to people that say
they’ve felt so much relief just seeing people welcome them.
Marta: Yes, so when the bus arrives, we all line up on each side of the walk way. And then we clap and
say, “Bienvenidos! Bienvenidos!” Because they don’t know. Nothing has been explained to them before
in terms of when they are going to be released. So that’s when freedom really sets in. That’s when they
really start feeling, “We are safe and they are welcoming us over here so we are welcome.” There have
been hate groups that are saying “Fuera de aquí! Fuera de aquí!” I mean that’s what it says in Spanish:
“Get out of here!” So when that has happened I say, “Yeah, yeah [Clapping] Ya están fuera! Ya están
fuera!” You what I mean? So they think that the “patriots” are on their side too. [Laughing] So then they
don’t feel the stress that they are being yelled at. So I just use the say word: “Ya están fuera!—You are
out!” Instead of “Get out of here!”
Interviewer: That’s smart
Marta: Yes.

Interviewer: Do you have any specific stories? Anything cute or cool that happens when you’re
welcoming people? Someone told us about how she had brought her little boy and then another little
boy ran up. Anything like that about when they are coming through that welcome line.
Marta: Well, the only thing cute, is that I can pinpoint the Hondurans. So the Hondurans, you know like
Americans we call them gringos, so Hondurans are catrachos. You know, that’s like a nickname. So then
when I see a cute boy with curly hair I say, “That’s a catracho! He looks at me and is like “Yeah!” [With
thumbs up!] [Laughing]
Interviewer: That’s cute!
Marta: Yeah, because usually Hondurans have the curly hair. So when I see the kids with curly hair, I’m
like “That’s a catracho!” And they’re like “Yeah!”
Interviewer: That’s sweet.
Marta: But we also had, you know not bad but sad, a lady with a broken foot. So I had to carry her
because she had a broken foot and help her with the shower and all that. From the bus.
Interviewer: Did the broken leg happen during the journey?
Marta: Yes, it was during the journey. It was during the journey. We have kids too with disabilities. You
know, like, special kids. A lot of special kids. A lot of mothers come with special kids.
Interviewer: Do you see this getting worse or better?
Marta: Well it depends on what is worse or better? If more are coming, I mean it’s better. [Laughing]
Worse would be, you know, sending them back. Getting better is to give them the opportunity to stay
here. So it depends on what you mean by worse or better. If you mean will we see a decline in the
number of people that are coming? Probably it is going to slow down a little bit because of the heat.
Interviewer: You mean for summer?
Marta: Yes. Probably it is going to slow down because of the heat. But it might pick up you know when
things start cooling down again.
Interviewer: So there was a time, not too long ago, when they were holding them in detention for
longer. For sometimes up to 20 days. Did you notice a difference in the condition of the people coming
to the churches between then and now?
Marta: Well, they said that the law is like that. That they can hold them for up to 20 days. But you know
there are so many that I don’t think they have . . .
Interviewer: the capacity
Marta: The capacity to hold them, you know, that long. If it would be up to them, oh yeah, they would
hold them for years.
Interviewer: But did you notice a difference between those that were in there for a longer time?
Marta: The longest I have seen is 10 days.

Interviewer: Okay, so maybe that wasn’t happening as much, maybe.
Marta: But you know the thing is, that I have noticed, is that it depends where. If they do it legally
through the port of entry. Or if they sneak in. If they do it through California, they are sent back to wait
for their hearing in Mexico. If they sneak in through Texas, they are sent by plane to California to be
processed over there and then sent them back to Mexico. And if you see El Paso, they’ve been holding
them under a bridge for a long time.
Interviewer: Sorry, in El Paso?
Marta: In El Paso, Texas.
Interviewer: In El Paso they are holding them under a bridge while they wait for their number to be
called.
Marta: While they wait to be processed and released, or whatever. Because that’s on the US soil.
Interviewer: So are things a lot different, or how are they different. You know how things change, like
we hear it’s a crisis now. Like what’s making it a crisis? Is it that ICE is doing things differently?
Marta: I don’t know, I mean it depends on what state it is. Like in Yuma we heard it was a crisis and they
declared it a state of emergency in Yuma. We went and nothing was happening. We went with the bus.
We thought that we were going to find people running around in Yuma, with the heat, and we were
going to . . .
Interviewer: Gather them up
Marta: Gather them up and bring them. So I mean, to me it’s, we are capable to do it. We are capable.
And when I say “we,” I’m saying the community. A lot of non-profit organizations. You know we are
ready. We are ready to provide them with a shower and clothing, food, you know, whatever they need.
We are capable, and we are doing it and I think they have tried to break us. You know they are not going
to break us. You know, we are ready. We love what we do. And we are not tired, and we will continue
doing it.

